
The Golden Age of Philippine Leadership: A
Comparative Analysis of Ferdinand Marcos
and Rodrigo Duterte
The Philippines has a long and rich history, and has been led by many
great leaders. Two of the most influential presidents in Philippine history
are Ferdinand Marcos and Rodrigo Duterte. Both men led the country
during periods of economic growth and prosperity, and both have left a
lasting legacy on the Philippines.
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Ferdinand Marcos was president of the Philippines from 1965 to 1986. He
was a charismatic leader who oversaw a period of rapid economic growth.
Marcos also implemented a number of social reforms, such as land reform
and the expansion of education. However, Marcos's presidency was also
marked by corruption and authoritarianism. He was eventually overthrown
by a popular uprising in 1986.
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Rodrigo Duterte was president of the Philippines from 2016 to 2022. He is
a controversial figure who has been criticized for his authoritarianism and
his war on drugs. However, Duterte has also overseen a period of
economic growth and has implemented a number of social reforms, such
as free college tuition and the expansion of healthcare. Duterte's
presidency has been marked by both progress and setbacks.

There are many similarities between the leadership styles of Ferdinand
Marcos and Rodrigo Duterte. Both men are charismatic leaders who have
overseen periods of economic growth. Both men have also implemented a
number of social reforms. However, there are also some key differences
between the two leaders. Marcos was a more authoritarian leader than
Duterte, and he was also more corrupt. Duterte, on the other hand, is more
of a populist leader, and he has been more willing to listen to the concerns
of the people.

The legacies of Ferdinand Marcos and Rodrigo Duterte are still being
debated. Marcos is a controversial figure who is both praised and criticized
for his leadership. Duterte is a more recent president, and his legacy is still
being shaped. However, both men have left a lasting impact on the
Philippines.

Ferdinand Marcos: The Early Years

Ferdinand Marcos was born on September 11, 1917, in Sarrat, Ilocos
Norte. He was the son of Mariano Marcos, a lawyer, and Josefa Edralin, a
schoolteacher. Marcos had a privileged upbringing, and he attended the
University of the Philippines, where he earned a law degree. After
graduating from law school, Marcos entered politics. He was elected to the



House of Representatives in 1949, and he served as Senate President
from 1963 to 1965.

In 1965, Marcos was elected president of the Philippines. He was a popular
candidate, and he promised to bring about a new era of prosperity for the
Philippines. Marcos's presidency was marked by economic growth and
social reforms. He also implemented a number of infrastructure projects,
such as the construction of roads, bridges, and schools.

Ferdinand Marcos: The Later Years

Marcos's presidency also saw the rise of authoritarianism. In 1972, Marcos
declared martial law, and he suspended the constitution. Marcos also
cracked down on dissent, and he arrested and jailed many of his political
opponents. Marcos's authoritarian rule lasted for over a decade, and it was
a dark period in Philippine history.

In 1986, Marcos was overthrown by a popular uprising. He was forced to
flee the country, and he went into exile in Hawaii. Marcos died in exile in
1989.

Rodrigo Duterte: The Early Years

Rodrigo Duterte was born on March 28, 1945, in Maasin, Leyte. He is the
son of Vicente Duterte, a lawyer, and Soledad Roa, a teacher. Duterte had
a privileged upbringing, and he attended the Ateneo de Manila University,
where he earned a law degree. After graduating from law school, Duterte
entered politics. He was elected mayor of Davao City in 1988, and he
served in that position for over two decades.



In 2016, Duterte was elected president of the Philippines. He was a popular
candidate, and he promised to bring about a new era of peace and Free
Download to the Philippines. Duterte's presidency has been marked by a
controversial war on drugs. Duterte has also implemented a number of
social reforms, such as free college tuition and the expansion of healthcare.

Rodrigo Duterte: The Later Years

Duterte's presidency has been marked by both progress and setbacks. He
has overseen a period of economic growth, but he has also been criticized
for his authoritarianism and his war on drugs. Duterte's presidency is still
ongoing, and his legacy is still being shaped.

A Comparative Analysis of Ferdinand Marcos and Rodrigo Duterte

Ferdinand Marcos and Rodrigo Duterte are two of the most influential
presidents in Philippine history. Both men led the country during periods of
economic growth and prosperity, and both have left a lasting legacy on the
Philippines. However, there are also some key differences between the two
leaders.

Marcos was a more authoritarian leader than Duterte, and he was also
more corrupt. Duterte, on the other hand, is more of a populist leader, and
he has been more willing to listen to the concerns of the people.

The legacies of Ferdinand Marcos and Rodrigo Duterte are still being
debated. Marcos is a controversial figure who is both praised and criticized
for his leadership. Duterte is a more recent president, and his legacy is still
being shaped. However, both men have left a lasting impact on the
Philippines.
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