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In the heart of British Columbia's vibrant city of Vancouver, a sinister
shadow lurked from 1978 to 2002. It was the reign of terror orchestrated by
a seemingly ordinary pig farmer named Robert William Pickton. Pickton's
farm, located in the outskirts of the city, became a macabre stage for the
unimaginable horrors that he inflicted upon countless women,
predominantly targeting Indigenous women and sex workers.

The tragic tale of Robert William Pickton and the missing women of
Vancouver is a chilling reminder of the depths of human depravity and the
devastating impact that violence against women can have on a community.

The Early Life of a Monster

Born on October 24, 1949, in Port Coquitlam, British Columbia, Robert
William Pickton was the eldest of six children. Growing up on the family pig
farm, he exhibited disturbing antisocial behavior at a young age, including
animal cruelty and voyeurism.

Pickton's lack of empathy and fascination with violence escalated into
sexual assaults and rape in his late teens. As a young man, he frequented
Vancouver's notorious Downtown Eastside, a hub for drug use and
prostitution, where he found his victims.

Preying on the Vulnerable

Pickton's victims were primarily marginalized women, including Indigenous
women, sex workers, and drug addicts. These women, often living on the
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fringes of society, disappeared without much notice, making them easy
targets for a predator like Pickton.

Pickton used a combination of charm and intimidation to lure his victims to
his farm. Once there, he subjected them to unspeakable horrors, often
drugging and torturing them before taking their lives. The extent of his
crimes remained hidden for years, as many of his victims were never
reported missing and their disappearances were dismissed as simply part
of the Downtown Eastside's transient lifestyle.

Discovery of the Horrific Truth

In 2002, the Vancouver Police Department (VPD) launched an investigation
into the disappearance of several women linked to the Downtown Eastside.
The trail led them to Pickton's farm, where they made a gruesome
discovery that would shock the nation.

The farm was a scene of unimaginable horror. Human remains were found
scattered throughout the property, including in freezers, a wood chipper,
and a pigsty. Pickton was arrested on February 22, 2002, and charged with
multiple counts of murder.

The Trial and Conviction

The trial of Robert William Pickton was one of the most high-profile and
complex in Canadian history. It lasted for six years and involved a massive
investigation that uncovered a staggering amount of evidence.

The prosecution presented graphic and disturbing details of Pickton's
crimes, including testimony from surviving victims and DNA evidence
linking him to the murders. Pickton remained silent throughout the trial,



leaving the jury to piece together the horrors he had committed based on
the overwhelming evidence.

On December 9, 2007, Robert William Pickton was convicted of six counts
of second-degree murder. He was also convicted of one count of attempted
murder and was sentenced to life in prison with no possibility of parole for
25 years.

Aftermath and Legacy

The conviction of Robert William Pickton brought a sense of closure to the
victims' families and the Vancouver community, but it also left an indelible
scar. The tragic story of the missing women exposed the city's vulnerability
to violence against marginalized women and highlighted the need for
increased support and protection for those living on the streets.

In the years since Pickton's conviction, Vancouver has made significant
efforts to address the root causes of violence against women. The city has
invested in social programs, safe housing, and support services for
vulnerable populations.

Robert William Pickton's reign of terror may have ended, but the legacy of
his crimes continues to serve as a reminder of the importance of protecting
the most vulnerable members of society and ensuring that justice prevails,
no matter how horrific the crime.

The story of Robert William Pickton and the missing women of Vancouver
is a harrowing account of the darkness that can exist within humanity. It is a
tale of unimaginable suffering, resilience, and the unwavering pursuit of
justice.



By remembering the victims and learning from the mistakes of the past, we
can work towards creating a society where all women feel safe and
respected, regardless of their circumstances.
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