
Radical Orthodoxy: A Critical Introduction
Radical Orthodoxy is a provocative and influential movement that has
emerged within Christian theology in recent decades. Its proponents seek
to challenge the prevailing secular consensus and offer a radical rethinking
of Christianity's place in the modern world. This article will provide a
comprehensive overview of Radical Orthodoxy, exploring its origins, key
thinkers, and profound impact on contemporary theology and beyond.

Radical Orthodoxy: A Critical Introduction
by Steven Shakespeare

4.3 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 725 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 210 pages

Origins and Key Thinkers

Radical Orthodoxy emerged in the early 1990s as a reaction to the
dominant trends in modern theology, which were seen as overly
accommodating to secularism and hostile to the traditional doctrines of
Christianity. The movement's key thinkers include John Milbank, Catherine
Pickstock, and William T. Cavanaugh.
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John Milbank is a British theologian and philosopher who is widely
regarded as the founder of Radical Orthodoxy. His work focuses on the
relationship between theology and politics, and he has argued that
Christianity offers a unique and indispensable perspective on the
nature of human society.

Catherine Pickstock is a British theologian and philosopher who is
known for her work on ontology and ecclesiology. She has argued that
the Christian understanding of God as Trinity provides a profound
insight into the nature of reality, and she has also developed a
distinctive account of the Church as a political community.

William T. Cavanaugh is an American theologian and ethicist who is
known for his work on social theory and the critique of capitalism. He
has argued that Christianity offers a radical critique of the modern
economic Free Download, and he has called for a return to a more just
and equitable society.

Key Ideas and Themes

Radical Orthodoxy is characterized by a number of key ideas and themes,
including:

The rejection of secularism: Radical Orthodox thinkers argue that
the secularization of the modern world has led to a profound loss of
meaning and purpose. They believe that Christianity offers a way to
recover a sense of the sacred and to provide a foundation for a truly
human life.

The centrality of Christ: Radical Orthodox thinkers believe that Jesus
Christ is the central figure in human history and that his life, death, and



resurrection offer a unique revelation of God's love and grace. They
emphasize the importance of the Incarnation, the doctrine that God
became human in the person of Jesus Christ.

The importance of the Church: Radical Orthodox thinkers believe
that the Church is the body of Christ and that it is the primary means
through which God's grace is mediated to the world. They emphasize
the importance of the sacraments, the liturgy, and the community life of
the Church.

The need for a radical politics: Radical Orthodox thinkers argue that
Christianity has a profound impact on the political realm. They believe
that the Church should be a prophetic voice in society, challenging
injustice and oppression, and working for the establishment of a more
just and equitable social Free Download.

Impact and Influence

Radical Orthodoxy has had a significant impact on contemporary theology
and beyond. It has challenged the dominant trends in modern theology, and
it has offered a new and provocative way of thinking about Christianity's
place in the modern world. Radical Orthodoxy has also influenced other
disciplines, such as philosophy, political theory, and cultural studies.

Some of the key areas where Radical Orthodoxy has made an impact
include:

Theology: Radical Orthodoxy has challenged the dominant trends in
modern theology, and it has offered a new and provocative way of
thinking about Christianity's place in the modern world. It has also



influenced other disciplines, such as philosophy, political theory, and
cultural studies.

Politics: Radical Orthodox thinkers have argued that Christianity has a
profound impact on the political realm. They believe that the Church
should be a prophetic voice in society, challenging injustice and
oppression, and working for the establishment of a more just and
equitable social Free Download.

Culture: Radical Orthodox thinkers have also been active in the field
of culture. They have argued that Christianity has a unique and
important contribution to make to the arts, literature, and music. They
have also criticized the dominant trends in modern culture, which they
see as promoting a sense of nihilism and despair.

Criticisms

Radical Orthodoxy has also been the subject of some criticism. Some
critics have argued that it is too traditionalist and that it does not take
seriously the challenges of modernity. Others have argued that it is too
political and that it does not focus enough on the spiritual dimension of
Christianity.

Despite these criticisms, Radical Orthodoxy remains a significant and
influential movement in contemporary theology. It has challenged the
dominant trends in modern theology, and it has offered a new and
provocative way of thinking about Christianity's place in the modern world.
Radical Orthodoxy is sure to continue to be a source of debate and
discussion for many years to come.



Radical Orthodoxy is a complex and challenging movement, but it is also a
vital and important one. It has challenged the dominant trends in modern
theology, and it has offered a new and provocative way of thinking about
Christianity's place in the modern world.

Whether you agree with its s or not, Radical Orthodoxy is a movement that
deserves to be taken seriously. It is a movement that is helping to shape
the future of Christianity, and it is sure to continue to be a source of debate
and discussion for many years to come.
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