Jews in Wisconsin: A Vibrant and Enduring
Community

Wisconsin's Jewish community has a rich and diverse history, dating back
to the mid-19th century. In the decades that followed, thousands of Jewish
immigrants from Eastern Europe and Germany arrived in Wisconsin,
fleeing persecution and seeking a better life. These newcomers established
communities, businesses, and institutions, shaping the cultural and
economic landscape of the state.
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The Early Years

The first Jewish settlers in Wisconsin arrived in the 1840s, mainly in
Milwaukee and other major cities. They were predominantly peddlers and
merchants, bringing with them their skills and entrepreneurial spirit. As their
numbers grew, they established congregations, cemeteries, and mutual aid
societies, laying the foundation for a thriving Jewish community.
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FIRST SWEDISH SETTLERS
IN WISCONSIN

Carl Friman (1781-1862) emlgrated from Sweden
\'-I'th five sons in 1838 and purchased 80 acres

ear Genoa City. The Friman family members
w+~,re recognized as the Tirst Swedes to settle
rermane.ntv in Wisconsin. Returning to his
womeland. Friman corresponded regularly with
his sons who remained here. Thelr lettérs from
Wisconsin . appeared in Swedish uewspapers,
stimalating Interest In opportunities and condi-
tions 10 America.

The Friman family was In the vanguard of the
18th century Saedish immigration to the United
Statss. By (900, over LI million persons of
Swedish birth or descent resldéd in the Unlied
Statos, and nearly. 49000 Individvaiy uorp In
Sweden lived In Wlnconsm. '

Carl Friman's son, Adolph (I826-187)), owned
numerous town lots in Genoa Clty., where he
beaame & successiul buslnessman: Freeman Street
in Genoa City Is named In his honoy. and he s
buried in Hillside Cemetery. Carls son. Wilhelm
(1825 -1811), also owned land that was lhcorpor
rated into this community, The other sons Itved
for a time Il this aréa before moving west.
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Suwdlih - TARTRTICAT H!no°¥cn1 Sociaty of Wisconaln
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By the late 19th century, Jewish immigration to Wisconsin had reached its
peak. Many of these newcomers were skilled workers, professionals, and
scholars, contributing to the state's economic and intellectual development.
They established businesses in various industries, including clothing,
manufacturing, and finance, and played a significant role in the growth of
the state's economy.
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Challenges and Triumphs

Like all immigrant communities, Wisconsin's Jewish population faced
challenges and prejudice. Anti-Semitism was present in certain segments
of society, leading to discrimination in housing, employment, and education.
Despite these obstacles, the Jewish community persevered, establishing
strong communal bonds and support networks.

Jewish organizations such as the Anti-Defamation League and the Jewish
Community Relations Council worked tirelessly to combat discrimination
and promote understanding. The community also participated actively in
social justice movements, fighting for civil rights and economic equality.

Cultural Contributions

The Jewish community has made significant contributions to Wisconsin's
cultural tapestry. Jewish artists, writers, and musicians have enriched the
state's arts scene. Jewish scholars and educators have played a vital role
in the development of the state's universities and colleges.



Jewish community centers, synagogues, and cultural institutions serve as

vibrant hubs for Jewish life, providing a space for worship, learning, and
social connections. Jewish holidays and festivals are celebrated with joy
and tradition, adding to the cultural diversity of the state.

Contemporary Wisconsin Jewish Community

Today, the Jewish community continues to thrive in Wisconsin. While the
population has decreased somewhat in recent decades due to assimilation
and migration, there are still significant Jewish communities in Milwaukee,
Madison, Green Bay, and other cities.

Jewish institutions and organizations continue to play a vital role in
community life. They provide religious, educational, social, and cultural
services, fostering a strong sense of identity and belonging among Jewish
Wisconsinites.
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The Jewish community of Wisconsin has made an enduring mark on the
state's history, economy, and culture. From the early pioneers to the
present-day community, Jews have contributed significantly to Wisconsin's
growth and prosperity.

The story of Jews in Wisconsin is a testament to the resilience, adaptability,
and creativity of a people who have faced challenges with determination
and embraced their cultural heritage with pride.
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The Ultimate Guide to Energetic Materials:
Detonation and Combustion

Energetic materials are a fascinating and complex class of substances
that have the ability to release enormous amounts of energy in a short
period of time. This makes them...
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