
Dark Tide: The Great Molasses Flood of 1919
A Sticky Legacy of Tragedy and Triumph

On the morning of January 15, 1919, the North End of Boston awoke to a
peculiar sight. A thick, dark tide of molasses oozed lazily through the
streets, engulfing everything in its path. The sweet, viscous liquid surged
down North Washington Street and Atlantic Avenue, carrying with it debris,
overturned vehicles, and unsuspecting pedestrians.

The Great Molasses Flood, as it came to be known, was a catastrophic
industrial accident that shook the city to its core. A massive storage tank at
the Purity Distilling Company, filled with 2.3 million gallons of molasses,
had burst under its own weight. The 15-foot-high tank, made of flimsy
wooden staves and iron hoops, had been weakened by years of neglect
and the frigid winter temperatures.
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In an instant, the molasses unleashed its sticky fury. With the force of a
thousand stampeding elephants, it burst through the tank's walls and
poured into the unsuspecting streets below. The thick, gloopy liquid raced
down the sloping streets at speeds of up to 35 miles per hour, reaching
heights of up to 10 feet in some areas.

The flood caught Boston off guard. Pedestrians were swept off their feet,
cars were tossed about like toys, and buildings were inundated with
molasses. The sweet-smelling liquid coated everything it touched, leaving
behind a sticky mess that would take days to clean up.

The aftermath of the flood was both tragic and surreal. Twenty-one people
lost their lives, suffocating or drowning in the molasses. Houses and
businesses were destroyed, and the city's infrastructure was severely
damaged. The cleanup effort was immense, with thousands of workers and
volunteers struggling to remove the sticky substance from buildings,
streets, and even Boston Harbor.

But amidst the tragedy, a spirit of resilience emerged. Bostonians rallied
together, offering aid to the victims and working tirelessly to restore their
city. The disaster became a symbol of both the fragility of life and the
indomitable spirit of the human community.

The Great Molasses Flood has left a lasting legacy on Boston. It is
remembered as a cautionary tale about the dangers of industrial
negligence and the importance of community unity in the face of adversity.
Today, a small plaque on North Washington Street marks the site of the
disaster, serving as a reminder of the day the city was engulfed by a sticky,
deadly tide.
Causes and Consequences



The Great Molasses Flood was the result of a combination of factors,
including structural failure, human error, and extreme weather conditions.

Structural Failure: The storage tank that burst was not designed to
withstand the weight of 2.3 million gallons of molasses. The wooden
staves and iron hoops were insufficient to contain the immense
pressure, and the tank had been weakened by years of neglect and
corrosion.

Human Error: The tank had been filled to capacity, despite warnings
from engineers that it was unsafe. The company's decision to fill the
tank to its limits was a fatal error that contributed to the disaster.

Extreme Weather Conditions: The frigid temperatures of the winter
had weakened the wooden staves of the tank, making them more
susceptible to cracking and failure. The cold weather also made the
molasses more viscous, increasing the pressure on the tank's walls.

The consequences of the Great Molasses Flood were devastating. Twenty-
one people lost their lives, and many others were injured. Buildings and
businesses were destroyed, and the city's infrastructure was severely
damaged. The cleanup effort was immense and costly, and the sticky
legacy of the molasses took days to remove.

Legacy and Resilience

The Great Molasses Flood of 1919 remains a vivid reminder of the dangers
of industrial negligence and the importance of community unity in the face
of adversity. The disaster has left a lasting legacy on Boston, and it is
remembered as a cautionary tale about the consequences of ignoring
safety concerns.



In the aftermath of the flood, Bostonians rallied together to help the victims
and restore their city. The disaster became a symbol of the resilience and
spirit of the human community. Today, a small plaque on North Washington
Street marks the site of the disaster, serving as a reminder of the day the
city was engulfed by a sticky, deadly tide.

The Great Molasses Flood of 1919 is a story of tragedy, triumph, and
resilience. It is a reminder that even in the darkest of times, the human
spirit can prevail.
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